
 

Attachment 6 

June 10, 2013 
 
 
 
Senator Peter Courtney, Senate President 
900 Court St NE, S-201 
Salem, OR  97301 
 
 
Representative Tina Kotek, Speaker of the House 
900 Court St NE, 269 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
 
Dear Legislative Leadership and Members of Oregon’s Legislative Assembly, 
 
As chair and vice-chair of the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission, we write on behalf of the 
Commission for two purposes:  1) to inform you that last week, the Commission voted 5-1 to re-adopt the 
lower Columbia River fisheries management and reform rules, and 2) to encourage you to pass legislation 
in the form of Senate Bill 830 that funds and advances actions critical to the future of lower Columbia 
recreational and commercial fisheries. 
 
The Commission’s 5-1 vote last week was strongly influenced by the existence and anticipated passage of 
SB 830 by the legislature.  The Commission’s vote is intended to demonstrate commitment to the 
approach advanced by the rules to the legislature and others, and we want to indicate through this letter 
that the Commission as well as the commercial and recreational fishing interests we represent have strong 
interests in the passage of SB 830. 
 
Our initial adoption of these rules in December and re-adoption last Thursday are the culmination of an 
extensive public process, a workgroup effort that included commercial and recreational fishers, and many 
hours of public testimony spanning a cross-section of all interests potentially affected by these rules.  This 
process included joint workgroup deliberations with Washington, recommendations of the workgroup to 
the Oregon and Washington commissions, and Washington’s unanimous adoption of a complementary 
policy by their Fish and Wildlife Commission last January.  Because of litigation, our Commission revisited 
the rules we adopted last December in order to consider additional and updated fiscal information, 
address alleged procedural and fiscal analysis problems, and provide additional opportunity for public 
input.  We believe our Commission action last Thursday addresses these alleged procedural deficiencies 
and reaffirms our commitment to move forward with Washington to implement these rules. 
 
This reaffirmation by our Commission includes a commitment to ensure both commercial and 
recreational fisheries remain viable and that both sectors realize improved economic health in the long 
term.  Meeting this objective is dependent upon making sure the Commission has the flexibility to 
authorize all potentially effective commercial fishing gears and that there are adequate funds to serve 
commercial fisheries by enhancing off-channel areas, evaluating and advancing additional gear types and 
fisheries, mitigating for any short-term hardship if it arises, and providing financial support for shifting to 
alternative gears once they are tested and ready to authorize.  Our understanding is that Senate Bill 830 
addresses all of these elements. 
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We heard extensive testimony from the commercial fishing community last week that voiced concern over 
the uncertainties around the policy adopted by the Commission, including the lack of funding for fishery 
enhancements or advancement of alternative fishing gears.  The Commission is committed to addressing 
risks or any uncertainties tied to the rules through adaptive management.  Some issues, however, such as 
the policy and funding tied to SB 830, are beyond our authority.  Therefore we also urge you to address 
this concern over uncertainty and strongly encourage your support of SB 830 and associated funding.  
Without advancement of these legislative elements, which are particularly important to commercial fishing 
interests, our ongoing implementation of these rules with the State of Washington will impose 
unnecessary risks to commercial fisheries. 
 
Both Oregon and Washington fish and wildlife commissions are committed to successfully implementing 
the rules and policies adopted by our commissions.  We ask your help in providing us the resources and 
flexibility to implement the rules successfully.  These resources will allow us to safeguard protections to 
commercial fisheries, evaluate our actions each step of the way, and adaptively manage implementation to 
ensure both commercial and sport fisheries remain viable and healthy now and into the future. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

     
Bobby Levy,      Michael Finley 
Chair, Oregon Fish & Wildlife Commission Vice-chair, Oregon Fish & Wildlife 

Commission 
 
 
 
c: Senator Diane Rosenbaum, Senate Majority Leader 

Senator Ted Ferrioli, Senate Republican Leader 
Representative Val Hoyle, House Majority Leader 
Representative Mike McLane, House Republican Leader 

 


